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SUBJECT: CALL ON MAJOR SOJA 

BEGIN SUMMARY: CALL ON INFLUENTIAL MAJOR SOJA USED TO INSURE 
HIS THOROUGH AWARENESS OF EXTENT OF U.S. ASSISTANCE 
POSSIBILITIES WHEN ISSUE OF AMOUNT OF NASA RENTAL PAYMENT 
ARISES IN MILITARY DIRECTORY. I FOUND SOJA ENTHUSIASTIC 
PROPONENT OF AID TO RURAL MASSES. WHICH ACCORDS NICELY WITH 
PRESENT U.S. GLOBAL ASSISTANCE OBJECTIVE. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING MY INITIAL CALL MARCH 27 ON MAJOR SOJA AS MEMBER 
OF MILITARY DIRECTORY AND MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT. I 
GAVE HIM COMPREHENSIVE BRIEFING ON U.S. AID AND CREDIT 
POSSIBILITIES WITHIN HIS FIELD OF ACTION. MY UNDERLYING 
POLITICAL PURPOSE WAS TO INSURE THAT, AS INFLUENTIAL MEMBER 
OF MILITARY DIRECTORY, SOJA IS THOROUGHLY AWARE OF EXTENT 
OF U.S. ASSISTANCE POSSIBILITIES WHEN DIRECTORY CONSIDERS 
ADEQUACY OF NASA RENTAL OFFER OF $100,000 PER YEAR FROM 
1973 ON. 

2. CONSISTENT WITH HIS HISTORY AS PROTEGE OF LABE COLONEL 
RATSIMANDRAVA, SOJA PLACED STRONG EMPHASIS ON NECESSITY OF 
DEVELOPMENT AT LEVEL OF RURAL MASSES. THIS APPROACH FITS 
NICELY OF COURSE WITH CURRENT EMPHHASIS IN U.S. AID POLICY 
ON IMPROVEMENT OF LIVING CONDITIONS OF POOREST PEOPLE AT 
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3. SOJA ALSO STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING SHELF OF 
PROJECTS TO HAVE READY AS AND WHEN FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES EMERGE. IF HE IS SUCCESSFUL IN CARRYING OUT 
THIS STEP (AND HE IS COGNIZANT OF OBSTACLES BECAUSE, AS HE 
COMMENTED, THERE IS OFTEN RESISTANCE TO USING SCARCE 
RESOURCES FOR "STUDIES"), IT WILL REPRESENT MINOR 
REVOLUTION IN ITSELF IN MADAGASCAR. 

4. SOJA TOOK SPECIFIC NOTES ON EACH OF ASSISTANCE 
POSSIBILITIES I DESCRIBED (WHICH WILL BE SPELLED OUT IN 
SUPPLEMENTARY AIRGRAM). I TOOK OPPORTUNITY ALSO TO BACK 

UP APPROACH EMBASSY HAD MADE TO SECRETARY GENERAL OF RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (TANANARIVE 0533) URGING EARLY SUBMISSION OF 
DATA ON RICE PRODUCTION, IMPORTS, ETC., REQUIRED FOR 
U.S. CONSIDERATION OF PL 480, TITLE I, RICE FOR 
MADAGASCAR. 

MENDENHALL 
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